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The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 

December 15th, I am not recorded on any 
votes because I was absent due to family rea-
sons. If I had been present, I would have 
voted: ‘‘Yea’’, on rollcall 694, passage of H. 
Res. 536—Supporting freedom of the press in 
Latin America and the Caribbean and con-
demning violations of press freedom and vio-
lence against journalists, bloggers, and individ-
uals exercising their right to freedom of 
speech. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, December 15th, 2015, I was absent dur-
ing rollcall vote No. 694. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H. Res. 536— 
Supporting freedom of the press in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and condemning 
violations of press freedom and violence 
against journalists, bloggers, and individuals 
exercising their right to freedom of speech. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GROTHMAN). The unfinished business is 
the question on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal, which the 
Chair will put de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

APPOINTING THE DAY FOR THE 
CONVENING OF THE SECOND 
SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED 
FOURTEENTH CONGRESS 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
76) appointing the day for the con-
vening of the second session of the One 
Hundred Fourteenth Congress, and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the joint resolution is as 

follows: 
H.J. RES. 76 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the second regular 
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress shall begin at noon on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, was 
read the third time, and passed, and a 
motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a privileged concurrent res-

olution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 102 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the two Houses of 
Congress assemble in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives on Tuesday, January 12, 
2016, at 9 p.m., for the purpose of receiving 
such communication as the President of the 
United States shall be pleased to make to 
them. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNESCO 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
the Obama administration is making a 
push to get Congress to give the Presi-
dent the authority to waive a legal pro-
hibition on U.S. contributions to 
UNESCO. If the U.S. waives this prohi-
bition and resumes payments to 
UNESCO, it will erode our credibility, 
and it will give the Palestinians and 
the U.N. the green light to continue 
the scheme to unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state without direct nego-
tiations with the democratic Jewish 
State of Israel. 

If you add what our yearly contribu-
tion would be plus arrears, the Amer-
ican taxpayers, our constituents, could 
be on the hook for over half a billion 
dollars in just a couple of years. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that our law 
has worked to prevent the Palestinians 
from joining other specialized agencies 
at the U.N., but if Congress relents on 
this issue, the Palestinians will say: 
Let’s continue to bypass Israel and go 
to the U.N. for recognition. 

I will continue to vehemently oppose 
this waiver, Mr. Speaker, and I ask my 
colleagues to stand with me. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of two 
members of my community who lost 
their lives in the attack on San 
Bernardino. 

Sierra Clayborn was a bright and 
kind young woman. She was a graduate 
of the University of California, River-

side, with a degree in biochemistry. Si-
erra’s friends described her as always 
smiling and always offering an encour-
aging word. She loved to make people 
laugh. 

Damian Meins will be remembered as 
a selfless, gentle, and intelligent man. 
He enjoyed traveling, painting, and 
serving others, which included dressing 
up as Santa Claus for school pictures. 
He leaves behind his high school sweet-
heart and their two daughters. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday we remem-
bered the massacre at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School; today we honor the 
victims at San Bernardino. My ques-
tion to this body is: Will we do any-
thing to protect our communities from 
gun violence tomorrow? 

f 

REMEMBERING RUDY ESCOBAR, 
COMMANDER OF THE MACON 
COUNTY HONOR GUARD 
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remember 
Rudy Escobar, an honored friend and 
veteran, who passed away on December 
8 of this year at the age of 88. 

For over two decades, Mr. Escobar 
served as the commander of the Macon 
County Honor Guard in the service of 
central Illinois veterans. His dedica-
tion to his brothers and sisters in uni-
form was truly remarkable, and he will 
be missed by many in the Macon Coun-
ty community. 

Mr. Speaker, for most of his life, Mr. 
Escobar worked tirelessly on behalf of 
his fellow veterans. After his service in 
World War II as a China Marine, he re-
turned home and cofounded the Macon 
County Honor Guard, which has since 
performed over 3,000 honor ceremonies 
at military funerals. 

Active in his community, it became 
customary for him to voluntarily 
transport fellow veterans to and from 
the VA medical center in Danville, Illi-
nois. He was also a member of the 
American Legion and the VFW posts. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Escobar was a lov-
ing husband, father, and grandfather; 
and most of all, he was a devoted vet-
eran. His commitment to the military 
community will always be remem-
bered. 

f 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 
(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Mohawk 
Valley, New York, March 13, 2013: Mi-
chael Ransear, 57 years old; Michael 
Renshaw, 51. 

Santa Barbara, California, May 23, 
2014: Katherine Cooper, 22 years old; 
Christopher Michaels-Martinez, 20; 
Cheng Yuan Hong, 20; Weihan Wang, 20; 
Veronika Weiss, 19; George Chen, 19 
years old. 

Roseburg, Oregon, October 1, 2015: 
Lawrence Levine, 67 years old; Kim 
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